
 

Table 1. Examples of clinical trial register information used in the Discussion or Conclusion section of 
Cochrane reviews 

Discussion or 
Conclusion section 

Narrative examples  

Overall 
completeness and 
applicability of the 
evidence 

• “The fact that 6 ongoing studies at the time of this review indicates an 
increased interest in this area by researchers … of the importance of 
conducting research in vulnerable populations” 

• “The risk of publication bias was minimised by searching for … trial registries, 
and by contacting agencies involved in this intervention” 

• “We would need 1492 participants to have a 80% chance of detecting, as 
significant at the 5% level, an increase in all-cause mortality from 3% to 6%. 
The ongoing studies are planning to recruit 530 participants and therefore we 
may not be able to answer this review’s primary outcome even when the 
ongoing studies have been completed” 

Quality of the 
evidence 

• “Neither of the included studies provided information on whether they were 
following an a priori protocol. Neither had been registered” 

Potential biases in 
the review process
  

• “We could not find the results of another completed study, retrospectively 
registered on the WHO ICTRP… which may have met our inclusion criteria" 

• “Clinicaltrials.gov and WHO ICTRP, yielded only two completed but 
unpublished studies” 

• “We have searched in several different databases, including trials registers, 
and we have handsearched reference lists in order to identify eligible studies. 
It is nevertheless still possible that we have missed relevant material” 

Agreements and 
disagreements with 
other studies or 
reviews 

• “A search of clinical trial registries at the time of writing (…) found no 
registered or ongoing RCTs comparing … methods with more widely used 
methods"  

Implications for 
practice 

• “Ongoing studies in this area may have an influence on future practice”   
• "Findings from two ongoing relevant studies and the two trials for which only 

abstracts are available will be important in future updates of this review" 
• “The largest studies to date have used …  Ongoing studies in this area may 

have an influence on future practice …” 
Implications for 
research 

• "At present, one ongoing study is investigating …. specifically in people with …. 
The rationale for undertaking a trial enrolling this subgroup of participants is 
not clear" 

• "We will monitor the progress of these [ongoing] trials and on publication 
(assuming eligibility), we will include them in future updates of this review" 

• “There is a need to further explore the long-term benefit and safety profile of 
… The ongoing, and as yet unpublished trials, will possibly satisfy these issues” 

• “The seven ongoing studies and the two studies awaiting assessment 
identified during our search also have small sample sizes and assess a wide 
variety of outcomes with different outcome measures…” 

 
 


